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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action in response to Applicants' RGB filed on September 1, 2005. Claims 1, 2 and 
7-10 have been amended. Claims 1-10 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Christofferson et 
al (hereinafter, "Christofferson", U.S. Pat. No. 6,807,563). 

As per claim 1, Christofferson discloses a profile creation method for use in a 
conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among 
each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a 
plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method comprising steps of: 
• providing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the 

keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 6, lines 7-19, col. 8, lines 62- 
67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); 



Application/Control Number: 09/628,190 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2157 

• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual space contains at least one of the 
keywords (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); 

• identifying a category that corresponds to a keyword if the message sent to the virtual 
space contains the keyword , accordinR to the monitoring (col. 9, lines 18-39); and 

• storing the identified category such that the category is correlated to a user who sent the 
message to the virtual space (col. 9, lines 18-39). 

As per claim 2, Christofferson discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system comprising: 

• a category table in which predetermined keywords and predetermined categories are 
stored such that the keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 9, lines 
18-39); 

• a user table that stores users, predetermined keywords sent by the user via messages , 
and the categories, such that the users, keywords, and categories are correlated to one 
another (coL 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); and 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a 
conversation space, determining based on said category table a category that 
corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and writing in said user 
table a sender of the message, the keyword in the message according to the monitoring , 
and the determined category (col. 8, lines 62-67 and coL 9, lines 1-39). 

As per claim 3, Christofferson discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 
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• wherein said user table stores valid period and time at which the keyword was sent, in 
addition to the users, the keywords, and the categories (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 
1-39); 

• said administration means further obtains from the conversation system the time at which 
the message containing the keyword was sent (coL 6, lines 7-19); and 

• said administration means writing in said user table the time of the message and the 
valid period of the message, in addition to the keyword sender, the keyword and the 
category, and deleting an entry whose valid period since the time of message has 
expired (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39). 

As per claim 4, Christofferson discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and message 
senders whose messages are related to the keywords (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 
1-39); and 

• said administration means creates a conversation log in the conversation space, obtains 
from the conversation log and the conversation system the senders of messages that 
were sent before and/or after the message containing the keyword was sent, and writes 
in said user table the senders as related users, such that the related users are correlated 
with the keywords (col, 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39). 

As per claim 5, Christofferson discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and rating data that 
indicates harmfulness for each user (col. 6, lines 7-19); and 
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• said administration means updates the rating data of a user when a predetermined 
harmful keyword is sent (col. 6, lines 7-19). 

As per claim 6, Christofferson discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein the conversation system processes messages exchanged by the conversation 
devices based on users' categories stored in said user table (coL 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, 
lines 1-39). 

As per claim 7, Cliristofferson discloses a computer-readable recording media having a 
profile creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices 
that can exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected 
to a network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, 
said profile creation program executing a process comprising: 

A: storing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the keywords 
and categories are correlated to each other (col. 6, lines 7-19, col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 
1-39); ■ 

B: monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space 
(col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if the 
message contains the keyword , according to the monitoring (col. 9, lines 1-39); and 

D: storing a sender of the message, the keyword in the message, and the determined 
category, such that the sender, keyword, and category are correlated to one another (col. 8, lines 
62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39). 
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As per claim 8, Christofferson discloses a profile creation method for use in a conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method utilizing a category table that 
can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being 
correlated to each other in the category table, said method comprising: 

• identifying based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if the 
message sent to the virtual space contains the keyword (col. 9, lines 18-39 

• monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual conversation space contains at least one 
of the keywords , according to the monitoring (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); 
and 

• storing the identified category such that the category is correlated to a user who sent the 
message to the virtual space (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39). 

As per claim 9, Christofferson discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system utilizing a 
category table that can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and 
predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the category table, said profile 
creation system comprising: 
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• a user table storing users, predetermined keywords spoken by the user, and the 
categories, such that the users, keywords, and the categories are correlated to one 
another (col. 8, lines 62-67 and coL 9, lines 1-39); and 

• administration means for monitoring in the conversation system a message to be sent to 
a virtual conversation space, determining based on the category table whether or not the 
message contains one of the keywords, determining based on the category table 
category that corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, according 
to the monitoring and writing in said user table a sender, the keyword of the message, 
the keyword of the message and the determined category (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, 
lines 1-39). 

As per claim 10, Cliristofferson discloses a computer-readable recording media having a 
profile creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices 
that can exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected 
to a network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, 
said profile creation program utilizing a category table that can be referenced via the network, 
predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the 
category table, said profile creation program executing a process comprising: 

A: monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space 

(col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); 

B: determining based on the category table whether the message contains one of the 
keywords (col. 9, lines 1-39); 
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C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if 
the message contains the keyword (col. 8, lines 62-67 and col. 9, lines 1-39); and 

D: storing a sender of the message, the keyword in the message, and the determined 
category, such that the sender, the keyword, and the category are correlated to one another (col. 
8, hnes 62-67 and col. 9, Unes 1-39). 

Response to Arguments 

3. AppHcant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,606,644 to Ford et al 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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